SANTHOM VOICE

Ramanathapuram Diocesan Bullettin

Vol. 11, 2020 JANUARY, No.1

% SANTHOM VOICE
& ulefin

Happy
New ear

Imprimatur
(Sd)
Mar Paul Alappatt

Bishop of Ramanathapuram

Chief Editor
Fr. Bijo Palayil
Mob: 8903219668
Associate Editor
Fr. Jaison Enchathanath CST
Mob: 7592915106
secretaryramanathapuram@gmail.com
Published by
Fr. Joseph Alappadan
Bishop’s House, Ramanathapuram
Ph: 0422- 4221795
Website :
www.dioceseoframanathapuram.org
www.dioceseoframanathapuram.com
Printed at: S. Sridhar offset Printing
Annual Subscription Rs. 250/-
Single Copy Rs. 30/-

Pope Tweets

aflZ2emoalio

ailZ2emoalmo

53rd World Day Of Peace

- Pope Francis

MR EIB - & . aVl.enidl.avl.
M6 LIQ -
210Q10QUGaH02106Mo 2020
aLRHN)RIB - AVIEOIALINIOAE
GlalaHl®QI2022106Mo
Apostolic Letter

Syro Malabar Youth Commission
010000810

adlmomMa 890 1nS

Bishop's Engagements

From the Bishop's Diary
MLERIAIOBDOD U3

Directives that Emerged from the

Conference of Priests
al)Ga0IMM : TLEWIANS

QilwoIMVOBIOA3 U0)(U0)aHB03
@)S)0NIBNFOVA aloMAila®o
MG HIVAIMO]
Qilvo1valeluvdleimo

Mater Dei International School

St. Joseph's Matric. School
2Nande 001 oI

263 ®©®MCOMV Al Ganl0
afl@3 @’ alalad(sl
afloycais]
avleoomelmnidd aomycals]
anodileil @RaeaRoGeIq)

- X

02
03
09

11
17

19

26

34
45
46
51
54
55
56

59

62
68
70
71
73
74
75

76
78
79
80
81

©)al®0 ©OEMINIUB B6MHAINBaHD 82

MMM o
UGB UM 2N 1aHD
af)V.ag)o.@Rya@.avl.
Medical Fraternity
al0qRO®M3 BHVEMAVIG3

al8s3le:sSloel &)@6nIom Ao
Snippets

84
84
85

85
86

92
92

Let us pray for the intentions of the Holy Father

Prayer intention for evangelisation Promotion of World Peace

We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people of goodwill may promote

peace and justice in the world.
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Pope Francis

Tweets
Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 15

May the Virgin Mary help us so that, as we approach #Christmas, we do not allow ourselves to be
distracted by external things, but make room in our hearts for the One who has already come and
wants to come again to heal our illnesses and to give us his joy.

Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 16

There are two attitudes typical of lukewarm Christians: putting God in a corner - either you do
this for me or | won't go to Church anymore - and washing our hands of those in need. Let us
get rid of these attitudes to make space for the Lord who is coming.

Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 17

Every conversion comes from a previous experience of mercy, from God'’s tenderness that
captures the heart.

Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 18

| thank those people everywhere who have sent me their congratulations and good wishes for
my fiftieth ordination anniversary and for my birthday. | thank you in a particular way for the gift
of your prayers.

Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 19

In these days before #Christmas we praise the Lord for the gratuitousness of salvation, for the
gratuitousness of life, for everything he gives us for free. Everything is grace.

Pope Francis @ Pontifex Dec 20

Let us give thanks for all the good there is in the world, for the many people who dedicate
themselves freely, for those who spend their lives in service, to build a more humane and just
society. We know: alone we cannot save ourselves.

MATER DEI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

(Diocese of Ramanathapuram)

Trinity Nagar, L & T Bye-pass road,
Pattanam, Coimbatore 641016

Pre-KG + LKG, UKG, Std. | - V £)(03BEIRIEH (n1BI0BMo @R @0k]9fl@lea3m3.
)5 )@ Afl0I06EBUISS MITWHa|S)d : Mob : 9489133403

MATER DEI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

(An Educational Institution owned and run by the Diocese of Ramanathapuram)
Admissions open for the Pre-KG, LKG, UKG & Std | - V
For more details, contact : Mob :9489133403
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE

S3rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE
1 JANUARY 2020

PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE:
DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION AND ECOLOGICAL
CONVERSION

1. Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial

Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and the
aspiration of the entire human family. As a human attitude, our hope for
peace is marked by an existential tension that makes it possible for the
present, with all its difficulties, to be “lived and accepted if it leads
towards a goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great
enough to justify the effort of the journey”.[ 1] Hope is thus the virtue that
inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles seem
insurmountable.
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Our human community bears, in its memory and its flesh, the scars of
ever more devastating wars and conflicts that affect especially the poor
and the vulnerable. Entire nations find it difficult to break free of the
chains of exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even
today, dignity, physical integrity, freedom, including religious freedom,
communal solidarity and hope in the future are denied to great numbers
of men and women, young and old. Many are the innocent victims of
painful humiliation and exclusion, sorrow and injustice, to say nothing of
the trauma born of systematic attacks on their people and their loved
ones. The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often
aggravated by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on the
body and soul of humanity. Every war is a form of fratricide that destroys
the human family’s innate vocation to brotherhood. War, as we know,
often begins with the inability to accept the diversity of others, which
then fosters attitudes of aggrandizement and domination born of
selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire to caricature, exclude and
even destroy the other. War is fueled by a perversion of relationships, by
hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and by seeing
diversity as an obstacle. And these, in turn, are aggravated by the
experience of war.

As 1 observed during my recent Apostolic Journey to Japan, our world is
paradoxically marked by “a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and
ensure stability and peace through a false sense of security sustained by a
mentality of fear and mistrust, one that ends up poisoning relationships
between peoples and obstructing any form of dialogue. Peace and
international stability are incompatible with attempts to build upon the
fear of mutual destruction or the threat of total annihilation. They can be
achieved only on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and cooperation
in the service of a future shaped by interdependence and shared
responsibility in the whole human family of today and tomorrow”.[2]
Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw
into their own safety zone. Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and
increase the risk of violence, creating a vicious circle that can never lead
to a relationship of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the
illusion of security.

We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world through the fear of
annihilation, in a volatile situation, suspended on the brink of a nuclear
abyss and enclosed behind walls of indifference. As a result, social and
economic decisions are being made that lead to tragic situations where
human beings and creation itself are discarded rather than protected and
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preserved.[3] How, then, do we undertake a journey of peace and mutual
respect? How do we break the unhealthy mentality of threats and fear?
How do we break the current dynamic of distrust?

We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin from
God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for peace lies
deep within the human heart, and we should not resign ourselves to
seeking anything less than this.

2. Peace, a journey of listening based on memory, solidarity and
fraternity

The Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are among those who currently keep alive the
flame of collective conscience, bearing witness to succeeding
generations to the horror of what happened in August 1945 and the
unspeakable sufferings that have continued to the present time. Their
testimony awakens and preserves the memory of the victims, so that the
conscience of humanity may rise up in the face of every desire for
dominance and destruction. “We cannot allow present and future
generations to lose the memory of what happened here. It is a memory
that ensures and encourages the building of a more fair and fraternal
future”.[4] Like the Hibakusha, many people in today’s world are
working to ensure that future generations will preserve the memory of
past events, not only in order to prevent the same errors or illusions from
recurring, but also to enable memory, as the fruit of experience, to serve
as the basis and inspiration for present and future decisions to promote
peace. What is more, memory is the horizon of hope. Many times, in the
darkness of wars and conflicts, the remembrance of even a small gesture
of solidarity received can lead to courageous and even

heroic decisions. It can unleash new energies and kindle new hope in
individuals and communities.

Setting out on a journey of peace is a challenge made all the more
complex because the interests at stake in relationships between people,
communities and nations, are numerous and conflicting. We must first
appeal to people’s moral conscience and to personal and political will.
Peace emerges from the depths of the human heart and political will must
always be renewed, so that new ways can be found to reconcile and unite
individuals and communities. The world does not need empty words but
convinced witnesses, peacemakers who are open to a dialogue that
rejects exclusion or manipulation. In fact, we cannot truly achieve peace
without a convinced dialogue between men and women who seek the
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truth beyond ideologies and differing opinions. Peace “must be built up
continually”;[5] it is a journey made together in constant pursuit of the
common good, truthfulness and respect for law. Listening to one another
can lead to mutual understanding and esteem, and even to seeing in an
enemy the face of a brother or sister. The peace process thus requires
enduring commitment. It is a patient effort to seek truth and justice, to
honour the memory of victims and to open the way, step by step, to a
shared hope stronger than the desire for vengeance. In a state based on
law, democracy can be an important paradigm of this process, provided it
is grounded in justice and a commitment to protect the rights of every
person, especially the weak and marginalized, in a constant search for
truth.[6] This is a social undertaking, an ongoing work in which each
individual makes his or her contribution responsibly, at every level of the
local, national and global community. As Saint Paul VI pointed out, these
“two aspirations, to equality and to participation, seek to promote a
democratic society... This calls for an education to social life, involving
not only the knowledge of each person’s rights, but also its necessary
correlative: the recognition of his or her duties with regard to others. The
sense and practice of duty are themselves conditioned by the capacity for
self-mastery and by the acceptance of responsibility and of the limits
placed upon the freedom of individuals or the groups”.[7] Divisions
within a society, the increase of social inequalities and the refusal to
employ the means of ensuring integral human development endanger the
pursuit of the common good. Yet patient efforts based on the power of the
word and of truth can help foster a greater capacity for compassion and
creative solidarity. In our Christian experience, we constantly remember
Christ, who gave his life to reconcile us to one another (cf. Rom 5:6-11).
The Church shares fully in the search for a just social order; she continues
to serve the common good and to nourish the hope for peace by
transmitting Christian values and moral teaching, and by her social and
educational works.

3. Peace, a journey of reconciliation in fraternal communion

The Bible, especially in the words of the Prophets, reminds individuals
and peoples of God’s covenant with humanity, which entails renouncing
our desire to dominate others and learning to see one another as persons,
sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters. We should never
encapsulate others in what they may have said or done, but value them for
the promise that they embody. Only by choosing the path of respect can
we break the spiral of vengeance and set out on the journey of hope. We
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are guided by the Gospel passage that tells of the following conversation
between Peter and Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”” Jesus said to him, “I do
not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt 18:21-22). This
path of reconciliation is a summons to discover in the depths of our heart
the power of forgiveness and the capacity to acknowledge one another as
brothers and sisters. When we learn to live in forgiveness, we grow in our
capacity to become men and women of peace. What is true of peace in a
social context is also true in the areas of politics and the economy, since
peace permeates every dimension of life in common. There can be no true
peace unless we show ourselves capable of developing a more just
economic system. As Pope Benedict XVI said ten years ago in his
Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, “in order to defeat underdevelopment,
action is required not only on improving exchange-based transactions and
implanting public welfare structures, but above all on gradually increasing
openness, in a world context, to forms of economic activity marked by
quotas of gratuitousness and communion” (No. 39).

4.Peace, a journey of ecological conversion

“If a mistaken understanding of our own principles has at times led us to
justify mistreating nature, to exercise tyranny over creation, to engage in
war, injustice and acts of violence, we believers should acknowledge that
by so doing we were not faithful to the treasures of wisdom which we
have been called to protect and preserve”.[8] Faced with the
consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of respect for our
common home or our abusive exploitation of natural resources — seen
only as a source of immediate profit, regardless of local communities, the
common good and nature itself — we are in need of an ecological
conversion. The recent Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region moves us to
make a pressing renewed call for a peaceful relationship between
communities and the land, between present and past, between experience
and hope. This journey of reconciliation also calls for listening and
contemplation of the world that God has given us as a gift to make our
common home. Indeed, natural resources, the many forms of life and the
earth itself have been entrusted to us “to till and keep” (Gen 1:15), also
for future generations, through the responsible and active participation of
everyone. We need to change the way we think and see things, and to
become more open to encountering others and accepting the gift of
creation, which reflects the beauty and wisdom of its Creator. All this
gives us deeper motivation and a new way to dwell in our common home,
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to accept our differences, to respect and celebrate the life that we have
received and share, and to seek living conditions and models of society
that favour the continued flourishing of life and the development of the
common good of the entire human family. The ecological conversion for
which we are appealing will lead us to a new way of looking at life, as we
consider the generosity of the Creator who has given us the earth and
called us to a share it in joy and moderation. This conversion must be
understood in an integral way, as a transformation of how we relate to our
sisters and brothers, to other living beings, to creation in all its rich variety
and to the Creator who is the origin and source of all life. For Christians, it
requires that “the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the world around them”.[9]

5.“We obtain all that we hope for”’[10]

The journey of reconciliation calls for patience and trust. Peace will not
be obtained unless it is hoped for. In the first place, this means believing
in the possibility of peace, believing that others need peace

just as much as we do. Here we can find inspiration in the love that God
has for each of us: a love that is liberating, limitless, gratuitous and
tireless. Fear is frequently a source of conflict. So it is important to
overcome our human fears and acknowledge that we are needy children
in the eyes of the One who loves us and awaits us, like the father of the
prodigal son (cf. Lk 15:11-24). The culture of fraternal encounter shatters
the culture of conflict. It makes of every encounter a possibility and a gift
of God’s generous love. It leads us beyond the limits of our narrow
horizons and constantly encourages us to a live in a spirit of universal
fraternity, as children of the one heavenly Father. For the followers of
Christ, this journey is likewise sustained by the sacrament of
Reconciliation, given by the Lord for the remission of sins of the
baptized. This sacrament of the Church, which renews individuals and
communities, bids us keep our gaze fixed on Jesus, who reconciled “all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood
of'his cross” (Col 1:20). It requires us to set aside every act of violence in
thought, word and deed, whether against our neighbours or against God’s
creation. The grace of God our Father is bestowed as unconditional love.
Having received his forgiveness in Christ, we can set out to offer that
peace to the men and women of our time. Day by day, the Holy Spirit
prompts in us ways of thinking and speaking that can make us artisans of
justice and peace. May the God of peace bless us and come to our aid.
May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the peoples of
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the earth, accompany and sustain us at every step of our journey of
reconciliation. And may all men and women who come into this world
experience a life of peace and develop fully the promise of life and love
dwelling in their heart.

From the Vatican, 8 December 2019
Franciscus

[1]BENEDICT X VI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi (30 November 2007), 1.

[2] Address on Nuclear Weapons, Nagasaki, Atomic Bomb Hypocenter, 24 November
2019.

[3] Cf. Homily at Lampedusa, 8 July 2013.

[4] Address on Peace, Hiroshima, Peace Memorial, 24 November 2019.

[5] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et
Spes, 78.

[6] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Address to the Italian Christian Workers’ Associations, 27
January 2006.

[7]Apostolic Letter Octogesima Adveniens (14 May 1971), 24.
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[8] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015).

[9]1bid.,217.

[10] Cf. SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS, Noche obscura, I1,21,8.
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Prot. No. 1823/2019

Circular -Year of St. Chavara

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY,
the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to the
Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Men and Women and
Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Our Lord,

The year 2020 is a holy year of commemorationof St. Kuriakose
EliasChavarain the Syro-Malabar Church. After an active and saintly
life, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, an illustrious son of our Church,
was called for his eternal rewards on 3 January 1871. We are entering
the sesquicentennial (150th) year of this great event. This Jubilee Year
is an occasion to commemorate this saintly life of
St.KuriakoseChavara, canonized by the Holy Catholic Church, to be
inspired by his holy life and to seek the blessings of the Almighty
through his intercession.

All the saints have lived the truth of the Gospel in its purity, professed
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it, and witnessedto Christ Jesus in their varied life situations.
Moreover, their lives motivate the faithful forever. The life and the
message of St. Chavara underscore these facts. Not only hashe
enlightened the nineteenth century, a very turbulent and critical
period for the Church and the society of his times,but also remains as a
beacon of light for the Church for all times.

That he stood relentlessly faithful to the Holy See andtothe legitimate
episcopal authorities and worked for the unity and integrity of the
Church, is his greatest contribution as noted by Pope St. John Paul
II.Not only did he strive to save his people from schism and
damnation, but also dared to ask for a bishop of his own church
community. Hence, he was the first Vicar General who dedicated his
life for the growth and unity of the Syro-Malabar Church and the
spiritual head who guided and led the people of God in faith, holiness
and fidelity.

St. Chavara visualized God as his “Daddy” (Appan), and prayed to
Him with the personal intimacy and innocence of an infant, saying
that, “My daddy, I cannot address you by any other name.” He was a
spiritual progenitor who saw himself as a child of God, loving and
serving others who were allthe children of God and his own brethren.
He imbibed the vision of Jesus Himself with regard to the Kingdom of
God and spent his life for the welfare of humankind, burning with zeal
so that “Not even a single soul that was redeemed by Jesus Christ with
his blood should face damnation and that all souls should be attracted
to His Father.”

Ordained a priest, on 29 November 1829, St. Chavara had to confront
the difficulties and privations of his own church and community. He
sought, in the presence of God, for the ways and means to unite and
revitalize a people that was scattered like the sheep devoid of a
shepherd, not even having a native bishop to guide and instruct them.
Imitating Jesus Christ who started public life proclaiming the Good
News and calling for repentance, St. Chavara also approached the
people as a preacher of the Word of God. At a time when there was no
preaching during the Sunday celebrations and no renewal retreats,
what he initiated had a great impact and facilitated spiritual progress
among the people of God. In order to have good shepherds, preachers
of the Word of God and good teachers, he started seminaries as well.
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To help people grow in holiness and to carry on the mission entrusted
to the Church by the Lord, he realized the need for aconsecrated life.
Hence he founded CMI and CMC religious congregations and
through them, a number of monasteries, convents and a group of
dedicated religious also emerged.
As a visionary, he got himself immersed in activities aimed at the
integral growth of the faithful entrusted to him. In order to remove the
intellectualblindness due to ignorance and to help the growth of a
spiritual way of life, he started schools attached to churches.To impart
knowledge through books, he started a printing press. For the sake of
the destitute, he started charity homes. He accomplished all these,
despite many hurdles and oppositions. The motivating force behind
all these signature endeavours of the saint was “salvation of the souls
and the integral growth of the people of God.” What made him a social
reformer were his deep-rooted faith, proactive style, indefatigable
efforts to eradicate discriminations in the society, and above all, his
firm footing in solid spirituality.
The stability of ourfamilies is praised all over the world. The
Chavarul of St. Chavara (OruNallaAppanteChavarul) exerted
immense and timeless influence on our families in shaping them
based on faith, fidelity and holiness. An antidote to most of the ills
faced by modern families could be found in this little book. St.
Chavara taught us that a Christian family is like the kingdom of
heaven. With that he wanted each family in the Christian community
to grow to the heights of heaven. He held that a family could grow
only with order and discipline and instructed that the children should
be brought up with care and with this noble ideal in mind. Here, we
gratefully acknowledge that St. Chavara, in the nineteenth century,
imparted us a vision for the family that was founded on love of God,
love of others, and of a caring nature.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let this sesquicentennial
commemoration lead us to closely understand and follow the life of
this saint who led our Church heroically. I earnestly appeal to the
whole Church to wholeheartedly join in the activities planned for the
occasion of Chavara Jubilee Year and to reap spiritual benefits. Like
St. Chavara, let all the children of the Church lead a life committed to
the Church and fulfil the mission of Christentrusted to them. This is
my earnest prayer and wish during this commemorative year.
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May the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary our Mother, St. Thomas
our Apostle, and St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara be our help.

Cardinal George Alencherry
Major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas,
Kakkanad, on 11 December 2019.

N.B. This circular is to be read in all churches and institutions where
Sunday Mass is celebrated on 29 December2019.
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Prot. No. 1818/2019 7 December 2019

Circular Letter

Circular — Syro-Malabar Mission Week — 2020
GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY,
the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to the
Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Men and Women
and Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church.

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,
We celebrated October 2019 as Extraordinary Mission Month at the
direction of Pope Francis to observe the centenary of 'Maximum
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Ilud', the Apostolic Letter, which Pope Benedict XV published in
November 1919that urged every Christian to get involved actively in
the mission of Christ. The Extraordinary Mission Month celebrated in
the Universal Catholic Church was helpful to rekindle the missionary
zeal within each of us and to adopt new initiatives to strengthen our
missionary efforts. It is in continuation of the same spirit that
wecelebrate the Syro-Malabar Mission Week of 2020 from 6-12
January in the Syro-Malabar Church.

Every baptized person is requested to put into practice the mission
slogan - 'Know the Mission, Be a Missionary' — and to make the
celebration of the Mission Week more meaningful. The pastoral-
evangelization opportunity that Syro Malabar Church has received all
over India has also increased our obligation to proclaim the Gospel.
As the Holy Father reminded us while declaring the Extraordinary
Mission Month, it is indispensable that we show great zeal and
vigilance in executing our missionary duty as a Church and as
Christians. We shall abandon the tendency of seeking safe zones for
evangelization and should enter into the field of our future
proclamation dutifully and with missionary zeal without pondering
over past glories. This week-long celebration should enable
individuals, religious and lay missionary groups, parishes and
eparchies to deepen our commitment to evangelization all over India.
It is the zealous work of our priests, the religious and the laity that has
made our missionary activities organised and effective. At this
juncture, I gratefully remember the honourable bishops, missionary
priests, religious and lay missionaries who are actively engaged in the
proclamation of the Gospel in India and abroad. As persons baptized,
we have the duty and vocation to become missionaries, to grow in an
aptitude to evangelization and to make others grow in missionary
zeal, irrespective of our state of life or field of work. Pope Francis in
his Mission Sunday 2019 message says the same. The divine life that
we have received is not a commodity for sale, but a treasure to be
given, shared and proclaimed. This is the real meaning of mission. We
have received this divine life as a gift. As Gospel of Mathew Chapter
10 verse 8 rightly says, “Freely you have received; freely give. (Mt
10:8).

I'would like to remind you regarding the Syro-Malabar Mission office
that is functioning at the Syro Malabar Church Curia of Mount St
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Thomas, Kakkanad. This office is established to guide and help the
missionary efforts and activities of the Church. It supports the
missionary training of those priests and religious in the missionary
formation for the future mission work. The fund that is raised during
Mission Week is utilized for the mission projects in the mission
territories.

Let me remind you of a few things to do in the observance of Mission
Week and the lifestyle thereafter. We shallutilize the media much
more to spread the Gospel message. In this age of social media, we
should effectively make use of the media for evangelization.
Discussions, conferences, debates, seminars and mission journeys
may be organized at the parish and eparchial levels. We should
encourage zealous vocations for mission work. Jesus invites us to be
fearless missionaries irrespective of place or circumstance (Acts 1:8).
We shall find out and enhance opportunities for sharing the joy of the
Gospel in missions as well as our life situations. There should be a
medium by which news from mission areas reach our parishes
frequently. The members of the Church should always reflect over
their missionary obligation inherent in their Christian vocation and
may volunteer to utilize a part of their time, talent and treasure for the
missionary activities of the Church.

We shall go forward in unity with the missionary zeal of St Thomas,
our Father in faith, and courageously proclaim the Gospel for the
advancement and progress of the Church which is the mystical body
of Christ.May God bless you all!

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas,
Kakkanad, on 07 December2019.

Yours cordially in Christ,

Cardinal George Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

NB:1. This Circular of the Major Archbishop shall be read during the
Holy Qurbana in all parishes and institutions of Syro Malabar Church
on 5th January 2020, Sunday

2 The contribution received through Mission Week celebrations shall
be reached to the Syro Malabar Mission office, Mount St Thomas,
Kakkanad, latestby 28th February 2020.
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Cardinal George Alencherry
Major Archbishop
Syro-Malabar Church

Prot No. 1864/2019 12 December 2019
Dear Archbishops and Bishops,
I write you this on the basis of a letter jointly signed by His
Eminence Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches and Archbishop
RinoFisichella, the President of the Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization, inviting our Church to
celebrate the Sunday of the Word of God in our Church with due
importance as envisaged by Holy Father Pope Francis in his
Apostolic Letter Aperuitillis.
The Sunday of the Word of God is instituted on the III Sunday of
the Ordinary time according to the Latin liturgical calendar. As
mentioned in the letter indicated above, this Sunday falls between
21 and 27 January every year. As per the Syro-Malabar liturgical
calendar, this Sunday falls in the season of Epiphany. The
observation of this Sunday is very much linked to the Unity Octave
which is from 18-25 January. So inevitably, this Sunday is either
during the Unity Octave or the Sunday immediately after the Unity
Octave. In 2020, the Sunday dedicated for the Word of God is 26
January.
The directive part of the motupropriois as follows. “The various
communities will find their own ways to mark this Sunday with a
certain solemnity. It is important, however, that in the Eucharistic
celebration the sacred text be enthroned, in order to focus the
attention of the assembly on the normative value of God's word.
On this Sunday, it would be particularly appropriate to highlight
the proclamation of the word of the Lord and to emphasize in the
homily the honour that it is due. ...In this regard, renewed efforts
should be made to provide members of the faithful with the
training needed to be genuine proclaimers of the word...” (No. 3).
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Let us earnestly respond to the invitation of the Holy Father with
enthusiasm and make every attempt to celebrate this Sunday with
solemnity so that our faithful can make use of this occasion to
deepen their knowledge in the Word of God and make it more
experiential. Please find herewith attached the letter I received
from the above mentioned prelates and a copy of the Apostolic
Letter Aperuitillis.
I request you to give necessary instructions regarding the
celebration of this Sunday in your Eparchy/Archeparchy.
With the greetings of Christmas,
Yours cordially in Christ,
-+

il i
Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

CONGREGAZIONE PonTIFICio CONSIGLIO

PER LE CHIESE ORIENTALI PER LA PROMOZIONE
DELLA NUOVA EVANGELIZZAZIONE
Prot. N. 101/2007

Citta del Vaticano, 22 novembre 2019
Beatitudine Eminentissima,

11 30 settembre 2019, il Santo Padre Francesco ha pubblicato la Lettera Apostolica in forma
di Motu proprio Aperuit illis; con la quale viene istituita la Domenica della Parola di Dio.

Tale iniziativa era stata preannunciata gia a conclusione del Giubileo Straordinario della
Misericordia, quando il Santo Padre Francesco riteneva “opportuno che ogni comunita, in una
domenica dell’Anno liturgico, potesse rinnovare 1I’impegno per la diffusione, la conoscenza e
I’approfondimento della Sacra Scrittura: una domenica dedicata interamente alla Parola di Dio, per
comprendere I’inesauribile ricchezza che proviene da quel dialogo costante di Dio con il suo popolo.”
(Lettera Apostolica Misericordia et Misera n.7).

Con la recente -Lettera Apostolica Aperuit illis, il Santo Padre intende percid portare a
compimento tale progetto, stabilendo pertanto che la III Domenica del Tempo Ordinario sia dedicata
alla celebrazione, riflessione e divulgazione della Parola di Dio.

Dato che nelle varie Chiese Orientali vigono diversi sistemi per 1’indicazione delle rispettive
domeniche dell’anno liturgico, la Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali insieme con il Pontificio
Consiglio per la Promozione della Nuova Evangelizzazione, con la presente, intendono chiarire che
tale Domenica cade regolarmente fra il 21 e il 27 gennaio, venendosi a trovare percio nella Settimana
della Preghiera per 1’Unita di Cristiani (che si celebra dal 18 al 25 gennaio), oppure come prima
domenica dopo la conclusione di questa Settimana.

Infatti la scelta di tale Domenica non & stata casuale e I’indicazione che si tratti della III
Domenica dell’ Anno liturgico secondo il calendario della Chiesa latina non significa che 1’invito sia
rivolto solo alla Chiesa latina, piuttosto vuole sottolineare 1’intenzione del Santo Padre di stabilire un
nesso tra tale Domenica e la Settimana di Preghiera per 1’Unita dei Cristiani. Cio infatti viene
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ricordato anche con le Sue parole: “Questa Domenica della Parola di Dio verra cosi a collocarsi in un
momento opportuno di quel periodo dell’anno, quando siamo invitati a rafforzare i legami con gli
ebrei e a pregare per I’unita dei cristiani. Non si tratta di una mera coincidenza temporale: celebrare
la Domenica della Parola di Dio esprime una valenza ecumenica, perché la Sacra Scrittura indica a
quanti si pongono in ascolto il cammino da perseguire per giungere a un’unitd autentica e solida.
(Aperuit illis 3)

/

Incoraggiamo percio le nostre amate Chiese Orientali cattoliche a cogliere in pienezza questo

invito del Santo Padre, come ulteriore segno della consapevolezza del loro “speciale ufficio di
promuovere l'unita di tutti i cristiani, specialmente orientali” (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 24).

Allo stesso tempo vogliamo esprimere I’invito ad introdurre la celebrazione di questa
Domenica della Parola di Dio in tutte le Chiese Orientali cattoliche, secondo le intenzioni e le
modalitd contenute nella Lettera Apostolica Aperuit illis, applicando queste indicazioni con la
doverosa sensibilita, in ossequio alle modalita ed alle forme prescritte nei venerabili riti liturgici delle

rispettive Chiese Orientali cattoliche.

" Leonardo Card. Sandri ino Fisichelld
__ Prefeto / Presidente —

BUREAU DE PRESSE DU SAINT-SIEGE
PRESSEAMT DES HEILIGEN STUHLS

HOLY SEE PRESS OFFICE
OFICINA DE PRENSA DE LA SANTA SEDE

BOLLETTINO

SALA STAMPA DELLA SANTA SEDE
——

N. 190930c Monday 30.09.2019
Apostolic Letter in the form of a Motu Proprio of the Holy Father
Francis, “Aperuit illis”, instituting the Sunday of the Word of God

APOSTOLIC LETTER
ISSUED “MOTU PROPRIO”
BY THE SUPREME PONTIFF
FRANCIS
APERUIT ILLIS
INSTITUTING THE
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

1. “He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45).
This was one of the final acts of the risen
Lord before his Ascension. Jesus appeared to the assembled disciples,
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broke bread with them and opened their

minds to the understanding of the sacred Scriptures. To them, amid
their fear and bewilderment, he unveiled the meaning of the paschal
mystery: that in accordance with the Father’s eternal plan he had to
suffer and rise from the dead, in order to bring repentance and the
forgiveness of sins (cf. Lk 24:26.46-47). He then promised to send the
Holy Spirit, who would give them strength to be witnesses of this
saving mystery (cf. Lk 24:49).

The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers
and sacred Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians. Without
the Lord who opens our minds to them, it is impossible to understand
the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is equally true: without the
Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his Church in this
world would remain incomprehensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could
rightly claim: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ”
(Commentary on the Book of Isaiah, Prologue: PL 24,17B).

2. Atthe conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I proposed
setting aside “a Sunday given over entirely to the word of God, so as to
appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant
dialogue between the Lord and his people” (Misericordia et Misera,
7). Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of
God can enable the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord
opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its
unfathomable riches before the world. Here, we are reminded of the
teaching of Saint Ephrem: “Who is able to understand, Lord, all the
richness of even one of your words? There is more that eludes us than
what we can understand. We are like the thirsty drinking from a
fountain. Your word has as many aspects as the perspectives of those
who study it. The Lord has coloured his word with diverse beauties,
so that those who study it can contemplate what stirs them. He has
hidden in his word all treasures, so that each of us may find a
richness in what he or she contemplates” (Commentary on the
Diatessaron, 1, 18).

With this Letter, I wish to respond to the many requests I have
received from the people of God that the entire Church celebrate, in
unity of purpose, a Sunday of the Word of God. It is now common for
the Christian community to set aside moments to reflect on the great

&
DI



SANTHOM VOICE JANUARY- 2020

importance of the word of God for everyday living. The various local
Churches have undertaken a wealth of initiatives to make the sacred
Scripture more accessible to believers, to increase their gratitude for
so great a gift, and to help them to strive daily to embody and bear
witness to its teachings. The Second Vatican Council gave great
impulse to the rediscovery of the word of God, thanks to its Dogmatic
Constitution Dei Verbum, a document that deserves to be read and
appropriated ever anew. The Constitution clearly expounds the nature
of sacred Scripture, its transmission from generation to generation
(Chapter II), its divine inspiration (Chapter III) embracing the Old
and New Testaments (Chapters IV and V), and the importance of
Scripture for the life of the Church (Chapter VI). To advance this
teaching, Pope Benedict XVI convoked an Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops in 2008 on “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the
Church”, and then issued the Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini,
whose teaching remains fundamental for our communities.1 That
document emphasizes in particular the performative character of the
Word of God, especially in the context of the liturgy, in which its
distinctively sacramental character comes to the fore. 2 It is fitting,
then that the life of our people be constantly marked by this decisive
relationship with the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking
to his Bride, that she may grow in love and faithful witness.

3. Consequently, I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of
the word of God. This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a fitting
part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our
bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity. This is
more than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of
the Word of God has ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out,
for those who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity. The various
communities will find their own ways to mark this Sunday with a
certain solemnity. It is important, however, that in the Eucharistic
celebration the sacred text be enthroned, in order to focus the attention
of the assembly on the normative value of God’s word. On this
Sunday, it would be particularly appropriate to highlight the
proclamation of the word of the Lord and to emphasize in the homily
the honour that it is due. Bishops could celebrate the Rite of
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Installation of Lectors or a similar commissioning of readers, in order
to bring out the importance of the proclamation of God’s word in the
liturgy. In this regard, renewed efforts should be made to provide
members of the faithful with the training needed to be genuine
proclaimers of the word, as is already the practice in the case of
acolytes or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. Pastors can
also find ways of giving a Bible, or one of its books, to the entire
assembly as a way of showing the importance of learning how to

read, appreciate and pray daily with sacred Scripture, especially
through the practice of lectio divina.

4. The return of the people of Israel to their homeland after the
Babylonian exile was marked by the public reading of the book of the
Law. In the book of Nehemiah, the Bible gives us a moving
description of that moment. The people assembled in Jerusalem, in
the square before the Water Gate, to listen to the Law. They had been
scattered in exile, but now they found themselves gathered “as one”
around the sacred Scripture (Neh 8:1). The people lent “attentive
ears” (Neh 8:3) to the reading of the sacred book, realizing that in its
words they would discover the meaning of their lived experience. The
reaction to the proclamation of was one of great emotion and tears:
“[The Levites] read from the book, from the law of God, clearly; and
they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is
holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep’. For all the people
wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to him for
whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not
be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength’” (Neh 8:8-10).
These words contain a great teaching. The Bible cannot be just the
heritage of some, much less a collection of books for the benefit of a
privileged few. It belongs above all to those called to hear its message
and to recognize themselves in its words. At times, there can be a
tendency to monopolize the sacred text by restricting it to certain
circles or to select groups. It cannot be that way. The Bible is the book
of'the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and
division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes
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them one people.

5. In this unity born of listening, pastors are primarily responsible for
explaining sacred Scripture and helping everyone to understand it.
Since it is the people’s book, those called to be ministers of the word
must feel an urgent need to make it accessible to their community. The
homily, in particular, has a distinctive function, for it possesses “a
quasi-sacramental character” (Evangelii Gaudium, 142). Helping
people to enter more deeply into the word of God through simple and
suitable language will allow priests themselves to discover the
“beauty of the images used by the Lord to encourage the practice of
the good” (ibid.). This is a pastoral opportunity that should not be
wasted! For many of our faithful, in fact, this is the only opportunity
they have to grasp the beauty of God’s word and to see it applied to
their daily lives. Consequently, sufficient time must be devoted to the
preparation of the homily. A commentary on the sacred readings
cannot be improvised. Those of us who are preachers should not give
long, pedantic homilies or wander off into unrelated topics. When we
take time to pray and meditate on the sacred text, we can speak from
the heart and thus reach the hearts of those who hear us, conveying
what is essential and capable of bearing fruit. May we never tire of
devoting time and prayer to Scripture, so that it may be received “not
as a human word but as what it really is, the word of God” (1 Thess
2:13). Catechists, too, in their ministry of helping people to grow in
their faith, ought to feel an urgent need for personal renewal through
familiarity with, and study of, the sacred Scriptures. This will help
them foster in their hearers a true dialogue with the word of God.

6. Before encountering his disciples, gathered behind closed doors,
and opening their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures (cf. Lk
24:44-45), the risen Lord appeared to two of them on the road to
Emmaus from Jerusalem (cf. Lk 24:13-35). Saint Luke’s account
notes that this happened on the very day of his resurrection, a Sunday.
The two disciples were discussing the recent events concerning Jesus’
passion and death. Their journey was marked by sorrow and
disappointment at his tragic death. They had hoped that he would be
the Messiah who would set them free, but they found themselves
instead confronted with the scandal of the cross. The risen Lord
himself gently draws near and walks with them, yet they do not
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recognize him (cf. v. 16). Along the way, he questions them, and,
seeing that they have not grasped the meaning of his passion and
death, he exclaims: “O foolish men, and slow of heart” (v. 25). Then,
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the Scriptures” (v.27). Christ is the first
exegete! Not only did the Old Testament foretell what he would
accomplish, but he himself wished to be faithful to its words, in order
to make manifest the one history of salvation whose fulfilment is
found in Christ.

7. The Bible, as sacred Scripture, thus speaks of Christ and proclaims
him as the one who had to endure suffering and then enter into his
glory (cf. v. 26). Not simply a part, but the whole of Scripture speaks
of Christ. Apart from the Scriptures, his death and resurrection cannot
be rightly understood. That is why one of the most ancient
confessions of faith stressed that “Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas” (1Cor15:3-5). Since the Scriptures everywhere
speak of Christ, they enable us to believe that his death and
resurrection are not myth but history, and are central to the faith of his
disciples. A profound bond links sacred Scripture and the faith of
believers. Since faith comes from hearing, and what is

heard is based on the word of Christ (cf. Rom 10:17), believers are
bound to listen attentively to the word of the Lord, both in the
celebration of the liturgy and in their personal prayer and reflection.

8. The journey that the Risen Lord makes with the disciples of
Emmaus ended with a meal. The mysterious wayfarer accepts their
insistent request: “Stay with us, for it is almost evening and the day is
now far spent” (Lk 3 24:29). They sit down at table, and Jesus takes
the bread, blesses it, breaks it and offers it to them. At that moment,
their eyes are opened, and they recognize him (cf. v. 31). This scene
clearly demonstrates the unbreakable bond between sacred Scripture
and the Eucharist. As the Second Vatican Council teaches, “the
Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she has
venerated the Lord’s body, in that she never ceases, above all in the
sacred liturgy, to partake of the bread of life and to offer it to the
faithful from the one table of the word of God and the body of Christ”
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(Dei Verbum, 21). Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the
celebration of the Eucharist make it possible for us to see ourselves

as part of one another. As Christians, we are a single people, making
our pilgrim way through history, sustained by the Lord, present in our
midst, who speaks to us and nourishes us. A day devoted to the Bible
should not be seen as a yearly event but rather a year-long event, for
we urgently need to grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures
and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to break
bread in the community of believers. For this reason, we need to
develop a closer relationship with sacred Scripture; otherwise, our
hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many
forms of blindness. Sacred Scripture and the sacraments are thus
inseparable. When the sacraments are introduced and illumined by
God’s word, they become ever more clearly the goal of a process
whereby Christ opens our minds and hearts to acknowledge his
saving work. We should always keep in mind the teaching found in the
Book of Revelation: the Lord is standing at the door and knocking. If
anyone should hear his voice and open for him, he will come in and eat
with them (cf. 3:20). Christ Jesus is knocking at our door in the words
of sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our
minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives and remain ever with us.
9. In the Second Letter to Timothy, which is in some ways his spiritual
testament, Saint Paul urges his faithful coworker to have constant
recourse to sacred Scripture. The Apostle is convinced that “all
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness” (3:16). Paul’s
exhortation to Timothy is fundamental to the teaching of the conciliar
Constitution Dei Verbum on the great theme of biblical inspiration,
which emphasizes the Scriptures’ saving purpose, spiritual dimension
and inherent incarnational principle.

First, recalling Paul’s encouragement to Timothy, Dei Verbum
stresses that “we must acknowledge that the books of Scripture
firmly, faithfully and without error, teach that truth which God, for the
sake of our salvation, wished to see confided to the sacred Scriptures”
(No. 11). Since the Scriptures teach with a view to salvation through
faith in Christ (cf. 2 Tim 3:15), the truths contained therein are
profitable for our salvation. The Bible is not a collection of history
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books or a chronicle, but is aimed entirely at the integral salvation of
the person. The evident historical setting of the books of the Bible
should not make us overlook their primary goal, which is our
salvation. Everything is directed to this purpose and essential to the
very nature of the Bible, which takes shape as a history of salvation in
which God speaks and acts in order to encounter all men and women
and to savethem from evil and death.
To achieve this saving purpose, sacred Scripture, by the working of
the Holy Spirit, makes human words written in human fashion
become the word of God (cf. Dei Verbum, 12). The role of the Holy
Spirit in the Scriptures is primordial. Without the work of the Spirit,
there would always be arisk of remaining limited to the written text
alone. This would open the way to a fundamentalist reading, which
needs to be avoided, lest we betray the inspired, dynamic and spiritual
character of the sacred text. As the Apostle reminds us: “The letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6). The Holy Spirit, then,
makes sacred Scripture the living word of God, experienced and
handed down in the faith of his holy people.
10. The work of the Holy Spirit has to do not only with the formation
of sacred Scripture; it is also operative in those who hear the word of
God. The words of the Council Fathers are instructive: sacred
Scripture is to be “read and interpreted in the light of the same Spirit
through whom it was written” (Dei Verbum, 12). God’s revelation
attains its completion and fullness in Jesus Christ; nonetheless, the
Holy Spirit does not cease to act. It would be reductive indeed to
restrict the working of the Spirit to the divine inspiration of sacred
Scripture and its various human authors. We need to have confidence
in the working of the Holy Spirit as he continues in his own way to
provide “inspiration” whenever the Church teaches the sacred
Scriptures, whenever the Magisterium authentically interprets them
(cf.ibid., 10), and whenever each believer makes them the norm of his
or her spiritual life. In this sense, we can understand the words spoken
by Jesus to his disciples when they told him that they now understood
the meaning of his parables: “Every scribe who has been trained for
the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old” (Mt 13:52).
11. Finally, Dei Verbum makes clear that “the words of God,
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expressed in human language, are in every way like human speech,
just as the Word of the eternal Father, in taking upon himself the weak
flesh of human beings, also took on their likeness” (No. 13). We can
say that the incarnation of the eternal Word gives shape and meaning
to the relationship between God’s word and our human language, in
all its historical and cultural contingency. This event gives rise to
Tradition, which is also God’s word (cf. ibid., 9). We frequently risk
separating sacred Scripture and sacred Tradition, without
understanding that together they are the one source of Revelation. The
written character of the former takes nothing away from its being
fully a living word; in the same way, the Church’s living Tradition,
which continually hands that word down over the centuries from one
generation to the next, possesses that sacred book as the “supreme
rule of her faith” (ibid., 21). Moreover, before becoming a written
text, sacred Scripture was handed down orally and kept alive by the
faith of a people who, in the midst of many others, acknowledged it as
their own history and the source of their identity. Biblical faith, then,
is based on the living word, not on a book.

12. When sacred Scripture is read in the light of the same Spirit by
whom it was written, it remains ever new. The Old Testament is never
old once it is part of the New, since all has been transformed thanks to
the one Spirit who inspired it. The sacred text as a whole serves a
prophetic function regarding not the future but the present of whoever
is nourished by this word. Jesus himself clearly stated this at the
beginning of his ministry: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing” (Lk 4:21). Those who draw daily nourishment from
God’s word become, like Jesus, a contemporary of all those whom
they encounter: they are not tempted to fall into sterile nostalgia for
the past, or to dream of ethereal utopias yet to come. Sacred Scripture
accomplishes its prophetic work above all in those who listen to it. It
proves both sweet and bitter. We are reminded of the words of the
prophet Ezekiel when, commanded by the Lord to eat the scroll of the
book, he tells us: “It was in my mouth as sweet as honey” (3:3). John
the Evangelist too, on the island of Patmos, echoes Ezekiel’s
experience of eating the scroll, but goes on to add: “It was sweet as
honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made
bitter” (Rev 10:10).
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The sweetness of God’s word leads us to share it with all those whom
we encounter in this life and to proclaim the sure hope that it contains
(cf. 1 Pet 3:15-16). Its bitterness, in turn, often comes from our
realization of how difficult it is to live that word consistently, or our
personal experience of seeing it rejected as meaningless for life. We
should never take God’s word for granted, but instead let ourselves be
nourished by it, in order to acknowledge and live fully our
relationship with him and with our brothers and sisters.

13. Yet another challenge raised by sacred Scripture has to do with
love. God’s word constantly reminds us of the merciful love of the
Father who calls his children to live in love. The life of Jesus is the full
and perfect expression of this divine love, which holds nothing back
but offers itself to all without reserve. In the parable of Lazarus, we
find a valuable teaching. When both Lazarus and the rich man die, the
latter, seeing the poor man Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom, asks that
Lazarus be sent to his brothers to warn them to love their neighbour,
lest they also experience his torment. Abraham’s answer is biting:
“They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them” (Lk 16:29).
To listen to sacred Scripture and then to practise mercy: this is the
great challenge before us in life. God’s word has the power to open
our eyes and to enable us to renounce a stifling and barren
individualism and instead to embark on a new path of sharing and
solidarity.

14. One of the most significant moments in Jesus’ relationship with
his disciples is found in the account of the Transfiguration. He goes up
the mountain with Peter, James and John to pray. The evangelists tell
us that as Jesus’ face and clothing became dazzlingly white, two men
conversed with him: Moses and Elijah, representing respectively the
Law and the Prophets; in other words, sacred Scripture. Peter’s
reaction to this sight is one of amazement and joy: “Master, it is well
that we are here; let us make three tents, one for you and one for
Mosesand one for Eljjah” (Lk 9:33). At that moment a cloud
overshadows them, and the disciples are struck with fear.

The Transfiguration reminds us of the Feast of Tabernacles, when
Ezra and Nehemiah read the sacred text to the people after their return
from exile. At the same time, it foreshadows Jesus’ glory, as a way of
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preparing the disciples for the scandal of the Passion: that divine glory
is also evoked by the cloud enveloping the disciples as a symbol of
God’s presence. A similar transfiguration takes place with sacred
Scripture, which transcends itself whenever it nourishes the lives of
believers. As the Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini reminds us:
“In rediscovering the interplay between the different senses of
Scripture it becomes essential to grasp thepassage from letter to spirit.
This is not an automatic, spontaneous passage; rather, the letter needs
to be transcended” (No. 38).

15. Along our path of welcoming God’s word into our hearts, the
Mother of the Lord accompanies us. She is the one who was called
blessed because she believed in the fulfilment of what the Lord had
spoken to her (cf. Lk 1:45). Mary’s own beatitude is prior to all the
beatitudes proclaimed by Jesus about the poor and those who mourn,
the meek, the peacemakers and those who are persecuted, for it is the
necessary condition for every other kind of beatitude. The poor are
not blessed because they are poor; they become blessed if, like Mary,
they believe in the fulfilment of God’s word. A great disciple and
master of sacred Scripture, Saint Augustine, once wrote: “Someone in
the midst of the crowd, seized with enthusiasm, cried out: ‘Blessed is
the womb that bore you’ and Jesus replied, ‘Rather, blessed are they
who hear the word of God and keep it’. As if to say: My mother, whom
you call blessed, is indeed blessed, because she keeps the word of
God. Not because in her the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
but because she keeps that same word of God by which she was made
and which, in her womb, became flesh” (Tractates on the Gospel of
John, 10, 3).

May the Sunday of the Word of God help his people to grow in
religious and intimate familiarity with the sacred Scriptures. For as
the sacred author taught of old: “This word is very near to you: it is in
your mouth and in your heart for your observance” (Dt 30:14). Given
in Rome, at the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, on 30 September 2019,
the liturgical Memorial of Saint Jerome, on the inauguration of the
1600th anniversary of his death.

FRANCIS
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K. Permissions/Approvals granted:

1. Approval granted to the annual therattu of the Diocesan Social Service for
the year 2018-'19 (Order No. 181/2019 dated 17-12-2019)

2. Approval granted to the annual therattu of Santhom Social Service
Society for the year 2018-'19 (Order No. 182/2019 dated 17-12-2019)

Appointment of Kaikars:

Kodaikanal : Benny John Kuttikadan, Sunny Jacob Kochinparambil

Mgr. George Narikuzhi,
Syncellus

EPARCHY OF RAMANATHAPURAM
PASTORAL VISITS SINCE 2010 IN THE EPARCHY

A. Dates of the visits so far done in the eparchy (Frequency is given in
bracket):

1. Erode & Sastrinagar: June, 2011, 20 Oct. 2012 (1), 05-8 Dec. 2019 (2)
(Erode), 22 Dec. 2019 (Sastrinagar)

2. Udumalpettu: 19-22, June 2011, 21-23 (1), Oct. 2016 (2)

3. Sulur: 10-13, February 2011

4, Edayapalayam: 16-20, February 2011

5. Ukkadam:9-11,May 2011,06 Aug. 2015 (1)

6. Gandhipuram: June 2011

7. Ramanathapuram: 03-13,Aug. 2011

8. Saibaba Colony: 11-16, Oct. 2011 (1), 12, 18-19 Feb. 2017 (2)
9. Valparai: 02-04 March 2012 (1), 18-19 March, 2017 (2)

10. Dharapuram: 25 March 2012

11. Podannur; 07-12, August 2012

12.  Kuniamuthur: 27 Nov.-02 Dec. 2012 (1), 11-15, July 2018 (2)
13. Mettupalayam: 7-8, 10 Feb. 2013 (1), 23-25, Feb. 2018 (2)
14. Viswasapuram: 14-17, Feb.2013

15. Tirupur: 19-24 Feb. 2013

16. Suleswarampatty: 02-3, Aug. 2013
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17. Pollachi: 23-27, Oct. 2013

18. Poomarket: 13-17,Nov. 2013

19. Palladam: 20,22, June 2014

20. Kangeyam:06-7, Sept. 2014

21. Periyanaickampalayam: 11-12, Oct. 2014 (1), 15-16 July 2017 (2)
22. Karur: 25,26 Oct. 2014

23. Karamadai: 18-21, June 2015

24. Kaundampalayam: 08-14, Feb. 2016

25. Kodaikanal:21-22, July 2018

26. Chennimalai: 09 Sept. 2018

27. Trichy:06-10, Feb.2019-12-26

28. Salem:07-11,Aug. 2019

B. Law of the Church regarding the Pastoral visit (CCEO c. 205):

#1: The eparchial bishop is bound by the obligation of canonically visiting his
eparchy either entirely orin part every year so that at least every five years he will
have visited the entire eparchy either personally or, if he is legitimately impeded,
by means of the coadjutor bishop, an auxiliary bishop, the protosyncellus or
syncellus, or some other presbyter.

#2: The persons, Catholic institutions, sacred things and places within the
boundaries of the eparchy are subject to the canonical visitation of the eparchial
bishop.

#3: The eparchial bishop can visit members of religious institutes as well as those
of the societies of common life in the manner of the religious who are of pontifical
or patriarchal right and their houses only in the cases expressed in law.

NB. This means that the pastoral visit to a parish or mission centre and the
religious houses and various institutions within the territory of the
concerned parish or mission centre once in five years is not only for the
unity and spiritual as well as pastoral progress of the parish or mission
centre but is the canonical obligation of the eparchial bishop in
accordance with the law.

+ oy

Mar Paul Alappatt
Bishop of Ramanathapuram
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EPARCHIAL FINAN

A.Seminary Burse

Infant Jesus Church Edayapalayam, Coimbatore

Rev. Sr. provincial Superior, FCC Seraphic Province , Palakkad -678001

Capt. Jose Varghese & Family Meleth (H) Vellakinarpirivu , Coimbatore
Mrs. K.V Carmel Molly, RamalakshmiNagar Ist Street, Edayapalayam, CBE
Mrs. P.V Mariakutty , Puthupallil (H) Regency secuire APT, Kottayam

Mr. Joseph Varghese& Lillykutty Joseph, Thadickatt ( H) Arakuzha,
Muvattupuzha

7. Mr. Jinit James & Family , Kizhakkel House , Perumballoor P.O
Muvatupuzha

8. Mr.A.OLouis,Arackal House , Saibaba Colony
B. Seminary General Fund

1. Lourde Matha Forane Church, Erode
C.Mother Theresa Peace Home

oW =

1. Mrs.Annie Porinchu , C/o JMJ Acadamy , Pappampattipirivu 3000/-
D.Bishop's House Construction
1. Lourde Forane Church, Gandhipuram 50000/-

E. Education apostolate
1. Evee Emgineering PB No. 5302, 11/1,

Evee Garden , G.N Mills Post, CBE 25000/-
2. Mr.Samson & Family , Ramanathapuram 500/-
3. Alvernia Matric. Hr. Sec. School , Ramanathapuram 20000/-
4. Arokiamatha Matric.Hr.Sec School , Udumalai Road, Pollachi 50000/-
5. Mrs. Mary Kurian, Thekkan (H) , Meloor Chalakudy 10000/-
6. Jerusalem Unit C/o Lourde Matha Forane Church, Erode 10000/-
7. Sr.Alicy FCC, St. George Convent, Ramanathapuram 10000/-
8. Mr.Roy & Family, Thrissokaran (H) , Erode 5000/-
9. FashionFurniture,,H.O 17-B Veterinary Hospital Road, Erode 25000/-

10. Nazreth Family Unit C/o Lourde Matha Forane Church, Erode 5000/-
ST




11. Bethany Unit, C/o Lourde Matha Forane Church , Erode 15000/-
12. Shalom Matriculation School, Salem 2000/-
13. Mercy Matric Hr. Sec. School Kadayur, Kangayam 4000/-
14. Vimala Matric Hr. Sec. School , Chennimalai, Erode 2000/-
15. Christhu Jyothi Matric. Hr. Sec School, Erode 7000/-
16. Annai Mary Nursery and Primary School , Erode 3000/-
17. St. Antony's Matric Hr. Sec. School Karur 7000/-
18. St. Joseph's Matric Hr. Sec. School, Jadayampalayam 25000/-
19. Holy Family Sisters , Ukkadam  1000/-

20. Mr. M.M John Mudavumkunnel, Memmadangu, Muvattupuzha  5000/-
21. Mr. Thankachan O.J Olickal House , Arakuzha 10000/-
22. Mother & Community , St. Theresas Convent, Arakuzha 3000/-
23. Mr.Abraham K.J Kallupilankal (H) Pandappally P.O Arakuzha 10000/-

24.

Mr. Cesil D'Cruz & Family , Kanissery (H), Suleswarampatty , Pollachi -~ 50000/-

25. CSM Sisters , Pazhayakottai ,Erode 2000/-
26. St. Joseph's Home For the Aged& Destitute Podanur, CBE 5000/-
27. Preshitha Province,, Little Flower Mission centre , CBE 25000/-
D. KeralaFlood relief

1. Lourde Matha Forane Church, Erode 18000/-

2. St. John Paul Mission Centre , Perianaickampalayam 6477/-

E. The Churches , Institutions & Associations Which have not yet
submitted Annual Therattu of the year2018-2019 forapproval

©® N kDN~

St. Thomas church, Sulur
Eparchial Holy Child Hood

Trinity Educational Society

St. Thomas Mission Centre , Trichy

Mother Theresa Mission Centre, Thanjavur
Jeevan Jyothi Centre , Chinnathottipalayam

Eparchial Family Apostolate
St. Joseph Educational Society
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BISHOP'S

January 2020:

01

02
03

04

05

06

12
16

19

22
23
25
26

27-28 :

28

29-30 :

31

. Laying foundation stone, CBE

. ToMananthavady

. Priestly Ordination-Vellamunda, Mananthavady

. Decennial year committee meeting at Bishop's house

. Special coaching committee meeting at Bishop's house

. Mariapuram, Ter

. Marriage blessing, Mullassery, Tcr

. Orientation program for Special coaching students and their

parents, RNM

. Monthly recollection & conference of priests, Poomarket
07-15:
. Holy Mass, Cherumkuzhy, Ter

. Pre-Cana course, Pastoral centre, Selvarajapuram
. Tirupur meetings

. Marriage blessing, Kannamkulangara, Tcr

20-21:

Synod of Bishops, Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad

TNBC, Thuckalay

. Annual day, Trinity school, Ramanathapuram

:Annual day, Alvernia school, Ramanathapuram

. Silverjubilee, Kangeyam school

: Gathering of the newly wedded couples, Pastoral centre,

Selvarajapuram
Engaged

. Joint meeting of the curia and the religious, Pastoral centre,

Selvarajapuram
Kothagiri

. Engaged
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1.

DIRECTIVES THAT EMERGED FROM THE
CONFERENCE OF PRIESTS
HELD AT SANTHOM PASTORAL CENTRE,
SELVARAJAPURAM (03-12-2019)

Since the Home mission in every parish/mission centre is
obligatory program of the decennial year, those who have not yet
fixed the date and conducted it were reminded again to fix days for
the same immediately and conduct it in consultation with Fr. George
Cheruvathoor, the Director of the eparchial Family Apostolate.
Since Rev. sisters of the Home Mission Team have to finish their
mission in the whole eparchy including the extended territory and
return to their respective houses within a month, to fix the date
without any kind of delay in every place is to be expedited.

The agenda for the eparchial decennial observance was widely
discussed in the meeting and it was decided to finalize it after the
presentation of the proposals in the meeting of the Pastoral council
to be held on 14" of December. Accordingly it was discussed and the
general body of the decennial committee scheduled to be held at
Bishop's House at 2.00 pm on Friday, the 3" of January 2020 was
authorized to give final shape to agenda and start its

<
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implementation.

3. The proposal for starting special coaching for the prospective
students (members of the eparchy only) of 7, 8" and 9" stds was
discussed and finalized. As the first step in this regard, orientation
program for the students of the stds 6", 7" and 8" of this academic
year along with their parents is scheduled to be held at the Parish
hall of the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Ramanathapuram at 3.00 pm on
5" January 2020. Priests, the religious, parents, catechism teachers
etc. are requested to encourage the students concerned for this
program.

4. The next Monthly recollection & conference of priests will be
held at Poomarket from 10.00 am to 02.30 pm on 06" Monday,
2020. The preacher will be Fr. Dinu Madamby CMI.

5. Since the annual report of the eparchy is to be sent to Vatican
through the Apostolic Nunciature in India by 01" March every
year, the annual report of the parishes/mission centres and the
institutions for the preparation of that annual report is to be sent to
the Chancellor before 20" January.

6. The matter for the eparchial directory-2020 is to be collected and
submitted in the prescribed format to Fr. Thomas Kavungal, the
chancellor before 31" January.

7. The parishes which have not yet conducted the children's
ministry program on Sundays under the joint auspices of the
Eparchial Catechetical department and Bro. regents of the eparchy
(as part of the life-guidance and vocation promotion) are to do it
without fail as soon as possible.

8. Inorderto launch successfully as soon as possible the Syro-Malabar
App. in all the parishes and Mission centres of the eparchy, the good
will and cooperation of all the priests were again requested and to
contact Fr. Jaison, the secretary and do the needful at the earliest
possible.

9. The circular on the constitution of the next (5") pastoral council of
the eparchy is to be read out in the parishes, mission centres and the
institutions of the eparchy on 12" January 2020 and the list of the ex-
officio and elected members eligible to be members of the new
council as per “the guidelines for membership” attached to the
circular (Santhom Voice, January 2020) is to be submitted in writing
to the General secretary of the Pastoral council (Fr. Thomas
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Kavungal) latest by 25" February 2020.

10. Those who have not yet arranged the second round pastoral visit in
the parishes were again reminded about it in the meeting.

11. All were requested to encourage the religious and the laity to buy
and use the eparchial Song book (in three languages) available at
the bookstall of Santhom Pastoral centre and use it as often as
possible in a permissible way for the Holy Mass, retreat, adoration,
prayer service etc.

12. Fr. Joseph Puthur and members of the Eparchial Bible convention
committee were congratulated for having organized it in an
effective manner.

13. The information with regard to the meeting of the Minority cell in
the collectorate every Monday was conveyed in the meeting and the
need of attending it and presenting our grievances was stressed in
the meeting. A team will be appointed for the same.

14. Fr. Joby Thekkinedath, Siju Puthenpurayil and Elias, OFM Conv.
who passed LLB were congratulated in the meeting.

15. Fr. Joseph Puthur, the Parish priest, Holy Trinity Cathedral, Assts.
Frs. Dinu Madamby CMI, Jaison Enchathanath CST, the kaikars
and Rev. FCsisters etc., and all other priests, sisters, especially Holy
Family sisters, seminarians and the lay people who cooperated were
thanked cordially for the successful conducting of the first festal
celebration in the eparchial level of St. Mariyam Thresia.

16. Fr. Johnson Veeppattuparambil and team were felicitated for having
organized the Ecumenical Christmas celebration at Holy Trinity
Cathedral, Ramanathapuram

17. The Director of the Family Apostolate Fr. George Cheruvathoor
informed that the next Pre-Cana course will be held from 14" to
16" January 2020 at Santhom Pastoral centre.

18. The Director of the Family Apostolate again informed that the
Elishwa sangamam meant for the spiritual as well as mental
preparation and empowerment of the pregnant women will be
held at Pastoral centre on 15" January and the gathering of the
newly wedded couples (in first year of the marital life) will be
held in the pastoral centre itself on 26" January.

19. In the light of the orientation given by Fr. Johnson
Veeppattuparambil, the coordinator of Deepika in the eparchy,
exhortation was given again to own Deepika more intimately as
the media which stands firm always with the Church and her
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causes also in the context of attack from the part of other media
and anti-social and Church activists and not to be attracted by
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afll@oailom@w)o  ailuoTVAIGIKD1RINEH(BODINBW)o  @MYERAIBM
68330 (aI0BMOME:BJo GMOYAN).

Bible Quiz Rank Holders (A & B Groups)

2019-"20 QAIGHOEDIG3 AN MVAIGIVIRIN &:)5ld:uB8600]1 MsomIw
ooenInilid »ilavloa 0o ellqy @®9¢ Cal@H9)aM). af)eld 008,
GROINNUBHN 0  BREIMMBMEBUY. OGIMIV] G@PAIHO  B0)EsHIW
NIn0Y. Qild00120BEN)0 (A IWIMEL Iald:@HN)0 AOMIail®IBHUILN )0
LalG@ Yo M3,

Name Parish Group  Mark Rank
1. ShaneMaxlinE James St. Joseph Kouvandampalayam A 77 First
2. EdwinBiju Lourde's Forane Gandhipuram A 76 Second
3. Sarah Sifi Lourde's Forane Gandhipuram A 75 Third
4. Alphonsa Shinu Syro-Malabar Mission Trichy A 75 Third
5. AnjanaBiju St. Paul's Pollachi B 97 First
6. AnugrahaMB St. Luke's Valparai B 94 Second
7. AnitaBiju St. Paul's Pollachi B 93 Third

=)
avl. @RMBEooay SABS and. ¢saAl al)aNOTNIMOIN
AV SOI WWOBSA

Mater Dei International School

Children's Day : The Children's Day was celebrated on 14" November 2019.
The program started with the prayer song. An apt poem for children's day was
interpreted by our Tamil teacher Mrs. Jothimani. The staff brought out a skit *
Good Qualities of a Student”. Amarvelous dance performance was given by our
lovable teachers. A Hindi poem was delivered by the Hindi teacher Mrs. Pushpa.
A motivational speech was given by our Vice Principal Mrs. Divya Jyothsna.G.
The program ended with the sweet distribution by our Principal Madam Mrs.
Treasa George.

A Colouring competition : A colouring competition was conducted by Edlet
publications on the same day for the students from Grade LKG to Grade IV in our
school campus. Our students participated enthusiastically. Kevin of Grade | and
Deepthika of Grade Il received the cash award and medals for their outstanding
performance. Many students of our school scored “A Grade” for their drawing
talents and were given certificates and medals for their participation.
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Christmas Celebrations: We celebrated
Christmas on 5" December 2019, the program
started with the reading from the Holy Bible by
our Principal Mrs. Treasa George followed by
the prayer song. Mrs. Janaki. K. Menon [

welcomed the gathering. A skit depicting “ THE
REAL REASON FOR THE SEASON” was
enacted by our students. Awelcome dance was executed by tiny tots of LKG and
UKG. A fabulous dance program was given by our primary students. A very
meaningful Christmas message was conveyed by our Correspondent Rev. Fr.
Dearin Pallikunnath. The words of gratitude was shared by our Vice Principal
Mrs.Divya. The Christmas cake was distributed to all the students and staff by our
correspondent. The program came to a conclusion by singing the National Anthem.
Summative Assessment Il : Summative Assessment started by 9" to 18"
December 2019 and the school closed for winter vacation on 20" December 2019.

Fr. Dearin Pallikunnath Mrs. Treasa George
Correspondent Principal

St. Joseph's Matric. School

Children's Day Celebration

“We cannot fashion our children after our
desires, we must have them and love them ||
as God has giventhemto us.”
We, the Josephian family celebrated the |.
children's day on November 14",
remembering all the children around the world.
The dedicated Staff of the institution made the

day a colourful and memorable one as they exhibited their talents for their
children in the stage. All the children came in various colours of dresses and
made the day unforgettable. Rev. Msgr. George Narikuzhi, the Correspondent
wished and gave the children meaningful message for their living.

Karate & Skating—A moment of Success

We acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of Mas. S. Balasubramaniam of
Class Xl and Mas. S. Karthik of Class XI for spreading the success across the
borders securing 1st Place and Championship, K. Boobalan of Class X| secured
second place and Surya of Class VIl secured 4th place in the State Level Open

Karate Championship 2019 held at Salem.
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It is a moment of great joy for the Josephian Family as our Students of Class V
namely S. Praneeth and G. Vishnu participated in the Skating competition
conducted at Karamadai Skating Association and bagged 2 prize.

La Speranza-2019
The whole Josephian Family was eagerly waiting for the joyous event La
Speranza — 2019, the 24" Annual Day celebration. It was held on 9" December
2019. His Excellency Mar Paul Alappatt, our beloved Bishop was the Chief Guest
of the function. Rev. Msgr. George Narikuzhi, Vicar General of the Diocese and
our Correspondent presided over the function. We also were privilege to have Mr.
Padmanaban Gopalan, the Founder of the No =
Food Waste Movement as our Guest of honour
and Dr. K. A. Kuriachan, the Rotarian adorned
the Chair of the Special Guest. The students
were privilege to exhibit their hidden talents to
their parents. It was a Mega Event and is
marked as a memorable one.

Mgr. George Narikuzhi Sr. Jolly Chacko, SAB
Correspondent Principal
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MQIoMIG MIAVOHMINEI MVaNIW aNAV®6IBUY

1. M.P.Paul Tirupur 5000/-
2 Mini Tirupur 2000/-
3 Sastha Motors Tirupur 1500/
4 Eric Saji Sidhapudur 1000/
5 T.J. Paulson Saravanampatty 1000/-
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6 MCR Textiles Erode 5550/-
7 Jude Mathew Academy 5000/-
8 Treesa Fernades Tirupur 500/-
9 Govindammal Tirupur 500/-
10  Joseph Samuel Velampalayam 5200/-
11 G.Andavan Selvam Tirupur 6000/-
12 AlphonsaFrancis 1000/-
13 Joseph Andipalayam 1000/-
14 Antony Sebin 500/-
15  Pavan Ammanpalayam 1500/-
16 Rev.Fr. Antony & Catechism Students Puklipalayam 11296/-
17 Pramod Tirupur 1600/-
18  Rev.Fr.Paul T.A 5000/-
19  Rev. Fr. Joby & Mathruvedi

Lourde Matha Forane Church Erode 9800/-
21 AliceJoy Tirupur 2000/-
22 MaryJoseph Gandhipuram 1300/-
23 Annie Sunny Ernakulam 5000/
24 Little Kingdom Senior Sec. School Tirupur 2000/-
25  Assissi Garments Tirupur 5000/-
26  Sandeep 1610/-
27  George 1000/-
28  Jithin Jose Manjaly 5290/-
29  Mathew Gregory Changanasery 1000/-
30 KarunalLilly Domini 1000/-
31 Arogyam 5000/-
32 Cherian Thomas 500/-
33 Anju 500/-
34  Varghese M.A. 500/-
For Construction
1. Toyada Gosei South India Karnataka 15000/-
2. Awellwishes 5000/-
MAloNI@ MIAVEMIGI CAVAUMOMIN AUaNAI
1. Lourde Forane Church, Gandhipuram
2, St. Mark Church, Kuniamuthur
3. St.Antony’s Church, Viswasapuram
4. Holy Trinity Cathedral, Ramanathapuram
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5. Lourde Matha Church, Erode

6.  St.Mary’s Mission Centre, Annoor

7. St.Antony’s Church, Sastri Nagar

8. Mount Carmel Church, Tirupur

ag)e10 ARYaldglene GavAUME®IN) alamald

1. Aloshi & Family, Tirupur

2. Lincy Dennis, Tirupur

3. Sojajoseph Tirupur

4. MiniSamuel CST Tirupur

o110 Gan%0 AVMAYDN2JAIB)0 MVALISM B:B)0

1. Rotary Club Tirupur - December 3- 0o @@ World Disability Day
cwosmeniawla] ¢00501 Hmflo@d  crElo)elyem1cd
@REMMAEIAIN0 MEMOS DEHUBENIWV] aOlIVIEWO H®Oafl SO

2. SMYM Ramanathapuram - énia0) #RQ VM @ 2JOGW)0 TV, A
af)Vemielloadio EM@I@IOWIGEE 00AMILNaj0o SMYM @IS
@RYBLODT BHEOIUB B(alo(1%0 allMIEa002E3 MST.

3. Rev. Fr. Joby Thekkinedath & Mathruvedi, Lourde Matha forane
church Erode

4. Rev. Fr. Joby Thekkinedath & Catechism Students Lourde Matha
Forane church Erode

5. Rev. Fr. Antony & Catechism Teachers & Catechism Students, St.
Xavier’s church Puklipalayam

6. Vimal Jyothi Matriculation H.S.S. Saravanampatty

T ojead 8 Lot
e Il

Fr. Vineeth O'praem, Director Sr. Shainty SNDS, Superior
aadm almimis]

A. ail@dawadad almnlavs]

2 @3ewmay alrlansloloa ag)ald &)Sle:uwBeao a)@AUCrEGCINNM
@QU0oMUHU MIEManaldqjo GMABINIH:IBB)AN). @REMINSIao,
2M)aI0l 20MOTIORI af)eld  (aIAIGOMMEBSIGRISH TVIV®Al0
9OBANMY(WadAN0  @RYUWWOMUlHNMM).  MD  Ql@aHo S0} Me)
aJOMMEMBEAINS @RYDoEIHH)QAUM MVOUWLHHS.
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Mono Act
l. Bustin, Viswasapuram
1. P.D. Johnson, Karamadai
M. N.C. Antony, Podannur
Fancy dress
l. Bastin - Viswasapuram
1. Minty - Karamadai
Il P.D. Joy - Viswasapuram
Carol Song
l. St. Joseph’s Church, Koundampalayam
Il. Infant Jesus Church, Edayapalayam
I. St. Clotilda Church, Podannur

ad. GRIMal GRYLIN|ISM, WWOHSE
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6th Bible Convention (2019) Income & Expenditure

INCOME
ReceiptNo. Names Parish/Institution Amount
253 Mr. Paulson Arackal Kuniamuthur 2,000.00
254 Mr, KT Antony Ramanathapuram 5,000.00
255 Mr. Rapheal PJ Gandhipuram 2,000.00
256 Mrs. Bency Paul Gandhipuram 10,000.00
257 Mr. P.R.Davis Gandhipuram 5,000.00
258 Mr. CV Johnson Ramanathapuram 2,000.00
259 Mr. Benny Velukkaran Gandhipuram 2,500.00
260 Mr. Chrismon Johnson Gandhipuram 15,000.00
261 Mr.K.D. Jose Pothannur 500.00
264 Holy Family Convent Mahalingapuram 3,000.00
265 Arokia Matha School Pollachi 3,000.00
266 Mr. KL Roy Edayarpalayam 10,000.00
267 Mrs. Asha Roy Edayarpalayam 10,000.00
268 Holy Family School Ukkadam 5,000.00
270 Mr. P.J. Joseph Gandhipuram 1,000.00
271 Mr. CC Michael Gandhipuram 2,000.00
272 Mr.Naveen PV Gandhipuram 2,000.00

273 Mr.Leo VM Viswasapuram 1,000.00




274
275
276

277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284 &288
285
286
287
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
298
299
300
109
110
M
115
116

San Jose MHSS Mettupalayam
LourdeMatha ConventMHSS Udumalpet
Good Shephered Social Centre

& Good Shephered Convent  Karamadai

Karunya Convent Valparai

Karunya Social Centre ~ Valparai

Mr. CL Joseph Gandhipuram

Mr. E.J. Rappai Kuniamuthur
Little Flower School Tirupur
StAntony’s School Karur

Mr. CV Thomas Ramanathapuram

Avila Convent MHS School Velandipalayam
Christhu Jyothi School ~ Erode
AnnaiMary School Karaikkal, Erode
Holy Family Convent  Ukkadam

Mr. PK Antony Gandhipuram
Arokia Matha MHS School Pollachi
Carmel Convent Saravanampetty
Nirmala MathaMHSS  Pothannur

Mr. Christo Saibada Colony
Holy Family Bhavan Sulur

Mr.V.T. Jose Kuniamuthur
Mrs. Mary Paulson Kuniamuthur

Nirmala MathaMHSS  Kuniamuthur
NirmalaMatha ICSE School Kuniamuthur

Mr. Cyril Zion Ramanathpuram
Mr. Paul PA Ramanathapuram
Mr. Joy KD Ramanathapuram
Mrs. Mary Sebastian ~ Mettupalayam

Mr. Jaison Puthur Ramanathpuram

22.11.2019 Sthothrakazhcha
23.11.2019 Sthothrakazhcha
24.11.2019 Sthothrakazhcha

Total Receipts

Q.

10,000.00
10,000.00

10,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
1,000.00

10,000.00
5,000.00

10,000.00

15,000.00

10,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00

500.00

5,000.00

2,000.00

10,000.00

500.00

3,000.00

5,000.00

2,000.00

10,000.00

5,000.00

4,838.00

2,000.00

2,000.00

5,000.00

10,000.00

38943.00

46193.00

22077.00

5,50,748.00

OL
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6th Bible Convention (2019) Income & Expenditure
Expenses / Payments

SINo. Particulars Amount
1 Meeting on 19/11&21/11 Miidday Meal & Refreshment 8,196.00
2 TAfor Preachers & Organist/ Singer 4,500.00
3 Stationary, Daybook, Envelope etc. 190.00
4 Flex Printing in Cloth, Backdrop 44,243.00
5 Prayer Card, Car/Bike Stickers, Badges etc. 13,845.00
6 Dieselto vehicle - flex fixing Outside Coimbathore City Limit ~ 3,389.00
7 Flowers 20 Bundles to Stage 8,930.00
8 TAfor confession (Priests from out side) 10,000.00
9 Sound & Light Kodakara 70,000.00
10 GeneratorRentfor 3 Days 12,000.00
11 Diesel for Generator 7,300.00
12 Cleaning Meterials, Toilet Cleaning & Sweeping entire premises 11,344.00
13 Watchman Duty, Home Guard & Refreshment 11,110.00
14 Amul Sound Services for Light 3 days & Panthal 29,000.00
15  LED Wall, Camera, Video Mixer 3 days Rent 83,200.00
16 Food & Refreshmentfor 2 days 22/11&23/11 Convention Days 21,286.00
17 Foodon 24/11 Total Food Cost 78,940.50
18  Cleaning Vessels & Cooking Charge for Outsiders 5,000.00
19  VasselsRent 12,100.00
20 HostforHoly Mass 710.00
21 ShalomTV-TA&DA 50,000.00
22 Deepika NewspaperAdvertisement 15,000.00
23 Stage Background Frames 8,000.00
24 Auto Charges to Bringing Cooking Vessels &
Transporting Food to Counters 4,500.00
Total 5,12,783.50
Total Payments 5,50,748.00
5,12,783.50
Receipts Over Payments 37,964.50
Fr. Joseph Putnur A.F. Paulson

General Convenor Finance
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MEDICAL FRATERNITY

MEDICAL FRATERNITY CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT GOVT
MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL

REPORT - Christmas celebration was
celebrated with the sick people at |g
Coimbatore Medical College Hospital |2
by medical fraternity members of the
Eparchy of Ramanathapuram on 16" of 48
December 2019 . On understanding the g8
necessity to help them with the ==
requirements.Medical fraternity director
Fr Johnson Veepattuparambil arranged
an  emergency meeting with the |
members on the last week of November.
As per the decision made in the meeting
Dr Jacob Raymond MD (Ayu),Mrs Lilly
along with fraternity members received
the permission from Dean to donate and to distribute clothes to the
orthopaedic department.our Our team reached the Dean office by
10.30am .On our special invitation Mar Paul Alappat Bishop of

Q&
O
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Ramanathapuram,and other guest Dr Kuriachan along with medical
fraternity members were present . The dean office were prepared to
honour our bishop with special interest . A detailed report regarding the
service of their hospital was presented by the dean and they encouraged
and received our bed spreads. Our team along with Bishop distributed
/clothes/other necessary utencils to the needy patients in the orthopaedic
department .We also remember and honour all the participants for their
presence and cooperation, Specially Fr.Johnson Veeppattuparambil, Dr.
George Zacharia, Dr. Jacob Raymond, Mrs teena , Mrs Lilly ,Mr
Johnson ,Mrs sheeba Micheal and Mr Jaison, Mr Santhose who have
participated and gave leadership for the entire program.

A 4
W (Sd-)
Fr. Johnson Veeppattuparambil, Dr. Ajith Shinto,

Director President
(Sd-)
Sr. Sudeepa CMC, Secretary
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ailollw a1ssle:8lea &3dmm mawe

emag1 LS]('D'IQ'] «9:(OTW1LGD(08 : Sunday 6.00am, 8.30am, 11.00am, 5.00pm, Monday-Saturday 6.00am, 6.00pm
On Fridays Adoration 6.00am - 6.00pm, Holy Rosary before everyday Mass

JQ36M)2)MI 91(6.9:]‘: J036m) M®O® : Sunday8.30am, Rosary every day at6.30pm
G)GDHQ"GQJ(TDnﬂvﬂ']n%I(Tﬂ 6)0’1)09(5 (SITRA) : Sunday 8.30am, Tuesday 6.30pm

G)GD(TQ"Gn.D(ﬁ(TD", 6)n.|3§i_§3)aﬂ : Sunday 6.15 am, 9.30am , Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday
6.15am - Friday 5.30pm, Novena, Qurbana, Adoration, Saturday 6.15am, Qurbana, Novena

A adelmeniEm’ M3eRIRIRoHS)  Sunday : 7.30am, Wednesday 6.00pm

amn{}"omsm:qwad, 9O So : Sunday 6.00am, 7.30am Monday to Thursday & Saturday 6.15am Friday 5.30pm
Mass & Adoration

QﬂDﬂQ“G)@J(OTOﬂ(OﬂﬂD, ennmmmng(a : Sunday 7.00am &9.00am, Monday to Saturday 6.15am, First Friday 6.15pm

6)(11)('@" mam)nn", ugm@mg": Vadavally : Sunday 6.45am Poomarket : Sunday 8.30am, Monday to Saturday -
6.15am First Friday 6.00pm

amnd 2866 2@s] S3MWAEMIA : Monday, Tuesday & Saturday 6.30am, Other days - 6.30pm
Sunday 6.30am & 9.30am

al3meReEl oMY, sPSI266S : Sunday 7.45am

21366 ©a0I60IM, ®IMUWlal3@o : Sunday6.15am, 8.15am, 10.30am, 5.30pm Monday - Saturday6.15am, Monday -
Saturday 6.00pm

@(Tﬁnﬂﬂ'ﬁ" ge‘lqyﬂv“, @smmdmgtmo : Sunday 6.00am, 8.30am; Mon, Tue, Wed, Sat - 6.15 am; All Thursdays
10.15am (Tamil), 6.00pm and Novena to Infant Jesus; All Fridays adoration 7.00am to 6.00pm; All last Thursday evening Bible
Convention -5.30pm-9.00pm

6)(TD(TQ° G%‘?J(Tl)nﬂ': &D6MBonl)8Wo : Sunday 6.30am, 8.00am; Monday - Saturday : 6.15am
Wednesday & Friday (2nd Qurbana) : 6.30pm

smung"(ergnﬁcm‘MD", Oﬂ(ﬁ_IJﬂl)n.lg(ao : Sunday 6.30am & 8.30am, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 6.15am; Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 6.15pm

ail. ex6M3ealdd Aa2ind dMd OaIFWMIVEHBalIBWo: Sunday8.00am & Saturday 5.00pm
(S)gﬂDUQnEiGrﬂ(ﬁQDU.QJ@qj’, J026)6)S : Sunday 8.00am - Monday to Thursday 6.15am, Friday 6.00pm,
Saturday 6.15am, Novena

eilgld ad@ i@, rduilenident @&8 : Sunday 6.15am, 8.30am, Tuesday & Friday - 6.15am &6.00pm,
Otherdays 6.15am

6)(11)('@"(8(0)32(10': m)gggtd : Sunday 8.00am, Tuesday - Saturday 5.30pm

Dl empol A amadd, 21meomiglI8Wo : Sunday 7.30am, Monday to Saturday 6.30am,
Wednesday 6.30pm

29618 ©)0D @3 nj(ﬂ.gj: @103&3(52 Sunday 6.30am, 8.30am, Monday to Saturday 6.15am,
Adoration- Every Friday 5.45am

amnd Gpiemim); ©IBWo : Sunday7.30am
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omaj @ demim’ Al omid, O21mI266.l : Sundays.00am
Monday, Wednesday to Saturday 6.45am, Tuesday : 6.00pm

G)(Tl)ﬂnu 923(11)" e d G)m)(lﬂ(b, WIEJald@o : Sunday : 7.30am, Friday : 6.30pm & Saturday : 6.30am
EIQ(GGUQ)(U)J 0a0G0IM, @‘.‘)GOJ(ID"Z Sunday8.30am - 10.30am, Monday - Friday 6.30am, Saturday 6.00pm,
FirstFriday - 6.30pm

amay @pademlmy’, ®IM@IM®A@: Sunday7.00am-Tuesday 6.30pm Novena, Saturday 6.30pm
2)MI6620il3, DDENIAW”:  Sunday4.00pm
amnﬁ"m@nﬁsm‘!nu”, 6:(63(6 : Sunday 8.00am, Wednesday - Saturday 6.45am

s)m)rrg" G@?J(Tl)nﬂ‘; 6253a1)8Wo : Sunday 8.30am, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday - Adoration 5.30am &
Qurbana 6.15am, Wednesday & Friday 6.00pm

M @RO3ICA0IM3M N3 HMAYE, 6253a1I8Wo : Sunday6.30am
G)GI)(TQ"GQ@](TD" A3 6)(11)(1@(6, (GTB(TT);@ : Monday to Saturday 6.15am, Sunday 7.30am

s)m)n;)" 6)(T1)6T).IJ(mJ(TG, gaagm%mg" : Sunday 8.00am - Monday to Saturday 6.15am; Friday 5.30pm - 6.30pm
Adoration, Holy Mass 6.30pm

M GrICmm A3 amR, alg)So : Sunday 7.00am, Tuesday & Friday 5.30pm

6)(TI)(T§' eoelm’ nl(d.g_r, G(VAIo : Weekday: Adoration - 6.00am, Holy Mass 6.30am; First Friday -6.30pm, Saturday -
Holy Mass & Novena 7.00pm; Sunday Youth Mass - 7.15am; 9.30am, 11.15am; At Namakkal - 4.00pm; Every 2nd Friday Night
Vigil-6.30pm

(&3 aemilmlnlo®) 661683, BSo.2il(@ : Sunday 11.30am

amnf eraic.ndmm mieniasiend A amaid, 6:I106058aMmIO : Sunday7.30am
a0l ooawlad snimelles, a1eIeneee, (Slafl : Sunday7.15am

oMy aRwlom’ 2@ ), 6293803120, (Slafl : Sunday9.30am

NIT, [_S].gjl :Sunday 11.30am

amnd 28d emeem mieni2eindd A omaie, mamdag@ : Sunday7.00am

amd elflod aogud, A6NEn : Sunday7.45am

SNIPPETS

1. Starting of the Coimbatore Mission 29th April 1955
2. Formation of Coimbatore Forane Nov. 1973
3. Erection of the Eparchy of Palghat 20th June 1974
4. Inauguration of the Eparchy of Palghat 8th Sept 1974
5. Inauguration of the Coimbatore Region and Formation of 3 Foranes 1st May 2008
6. Erection of the Eparchy of Ramanathapuram 18th Jan 2010
7. Inauguration of the Eparchy of Ramanathapurm

& Episcopal Ordination o f Msgr. Paul Alappatt 11th April 2010




26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Inauguration of the Ist Pastoral Council

Ist Eparchial Day & Releasing of the Eparchia Logo and Anthem

(Chief Guest: Mar Andrews Thazhath, Metropolitan Archbishop of Trichur)
Inauguration & Blessing of Eparchial Catechetical Centre (Gandhipuram)
& Animation Centre (Ukkadam) (Temporary)

. Blessing of the Arokiamatha Chapel, Pollachy

Blessing & Inauguration of "Santhom Creations", Tirupur

Blessing foundation Stone for the Eparchial Minor Seminary

(H.E. Mar Jacob Manathodath)

Inauguration of the 2nd Pastoral Council

Inauguration of "St. Mary's Minor Seminary", at temporary building in
Edayapalayam

Releasing of the 1st Diocesan Directory (Mar Bosco Puthur)
Inauguration of the Mission Year

Inauguration of the Diocesan Website

Consecration of the Karunya Matha Church Karunya Nagar (Perur)

. Erection of the Parish Udumalpet

. Starting of the Dharapuram Mission

. Blessing of the Presbytery, Karamadai

. The Pastoral visit of the Major Archbishop Mar George Cardinal Alencherry
. 03"Eparchial day

. Blessing of the foundation stones for Bishop's House

& Pastoral Centre by the Major Archbishop

Erection of the Parish SulurAero

Inauguration of the Eparchial Santhom Social Service Society
Laying foundation Stone for the Minor Seminary at Kozhinjampara
Consecration of the Good Shepherd Church, Karamadai

Starting of Vadavally Mission

Starting of Ettimada Mission

Starting of St. Alphonasa Mission, Edayarpalayam (Mettupalayam)
Starting of Athipalayam Pirivu Mission(Ganapathy, Gandhipuram)
Starting of Sowripalayam Mission

Consecration of the St. Judes Church, Dharapuram

Sifting of the Minor Seminary to the New building in Vadakkukadu (Kozhinjampara)

Consecration of St. Alphonsa Church, Palladam

Starting of Holy Mass at Peelamedu (Sitra)

Blessing of Presbytery, Dharapuram

Perpetual Adoration Centre at Lourde Forane Church, Gandipuram
Laying foundation stone for Mother Theresa Peace Home, Tirupur
Laying foundation stone for the new church at Kuniamuthur

29th April 2010

4th July 2010

12th October 2010
18th October 2010
25th October 2010

06th January 2011
11th June 2011

12th June 2011
03rd July 2011
10th Sept. 2011
10th Sept. 2011
08th Dec. 2011
07 Jan. 2012
4th March 2012
06th May 2012
6th-8th July 2012
8th July 2012

8th July 2012

15th July 2012

18th August2012
18th January 2013
20th January 2013
10th February 2013
17th February 2013
03rd March 2013
11th August 2013
20th October 2013
21st Dec. 2013
06th Jan 2014

1st Feb 2014

2nd Feb 2014
23rd Feb 2014

8th Dec 2014

11th Apr 2015

25th Apr 2015

ONA
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43. “Samarpithavarsham” at Ramanathapuram Cathedral in connection

with the year of the Consecrated (2014 Nov. 30-2016 Feb.02) 14th Jun 2015
44. Laying Foundation Stone for the Community hall at “Rosary Garden” (RNM) 11th Aug 2015
45. Laying of the Foundation stones for Bishop’s house and Pastoral Centre

(by Mar Paul Alappatt) 06th Nov 2015
46. Formal blessing & inauguration of St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Vadakkukad

(Pollachi) by Mar Andrews Thazhath, Metropolitan Archbishop of Trichur 08th Dec 2015
47. Opening of the “Door of Divine Mercy” at Cathedral 13th Dec 2015

48. 2nd Diocesan Bible convention at Ramanathapuram (Alvernia School Ground) ~ 18-22nd Dec 2015
49. Protest rally & Meeting at Ramanathapuram against attach on a priest

and three lay people in the diocese 07th Feb 2016
50. Blessing of the first phase of the Mother Theresa Peace Home
51. Blessing & laying of the foundation stone for St. John Paul

Mission centre, Periyanaickampalayam (Bishop Paul Alappatt) 23" May 2016
52. Blessing of the grotto, Kindergarten section & Kids park, at

St. Joseph's school, Jadayampalayam (Bishop Paul Alappatt) 07-6-2016
53. Formal blessing & inauguration of Mater Dei ICSE school

at temporary building in Singanalloor (Bishop Paul Alappatt) 09-6-2016
54. The first feast of St. Mother Theresa of Kalkota in the diocesan level

At Holy Trinity Cathedral, Ramanathapuram 09-10-2016
55. Blessing of the chapel at St. Joseph's Matri. Higher sec. School Jadayampalayam 19-10-2016
56. Blessing of Holy Family Priest Home, Ganapathy 06-11-2016
57. First Eparchial Convention of Catholica Congress 20-11-2016
58. Blessing of Second phase of Mother Theresa Peace Home 01-05-2017
59. 4th Pastoral Council 18-06-2017
60. Bishop Joseph Irimpen Memorial Eparchial Quiz Competition (Ed. 1) 18, 25 June 2017
61. 8th Eparchial Day 02-07-2017
62. Foundation stone laid for "Mater Dei ICSE School" at Pattanam, CBE

(Bishop Paul Alappatt) 08-09-2017
63. Extension of the territory of the Eparchy (Decree No. 38/2010) 10-10-2017

64. 4th Diocesan Bible convention at Ramanathapuram (Alvernia School Ground) 24-26th Nov 2017
65. Handing over of the Syro-Malabar St. Mary's Parish (from the diocese of Salem

to the eparchy of Ramanathapuram By Bishop Sebastianappan Singorayan of Salem) 20-1-2018
66. Consecration of St. Joseph's church ( reconstructed) at Kaundampalayam

(By Bishop Paul Alappatt) 21-1-2018
67. First meeting of the bishop with the Syro-Malabar faithful at Pallipalayam (Namackal) 06-3-2018
68. First meeting of the bishop with the Syro-Malabar faithful at Dindigal 17-3-2018

69. First meeting of the bishop & the Holy Mass with the Syro-Malabar faithful at Kodaikanal 18-3-2018
70. First meeting of the bishop with the Syro -Malabar faithful (mainly students)
at Christian College of Engineering & Technology at Ottachithram (Dindigal) 18-3-2018
0 &
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71. First Holy Mass for the Syro -Malabar faithful (mainly students)
at Christian College of Engineering & Technology at Ottachithram (Dindigal)

allananoolen mlad, emibamd eiemiel @yeranen3mueins Moo,
al)ROE amRd
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